NEW JERSEY SCHOOL SECURITY CHECKLIST

FAQ

I’ve attended the in-service training what next?


Contact your school official and set up a meeting to discuss your cooperative approach to this initiative.

What if my school official advises me they do not have a copy of the “Best Practices Manual?” 


This issue is to be addressed by the DOE. Direct your school official to contact Trenton.

When must this initiative be completed?


September 1, 2005

There are several schools in my district, do I need to visit and submit a checklist for each.


Yes. You will notice on the checklist several questions that have asterisks. This denotes a “district wide” answer and must be the same on all checklists for your district.

How do I get my pass code for the website?


If your agency has designated YOU as the representative, a pass code from the local Prosecutors Office will be sent to your agency head.

Will I be able to print out copies of the checklist?


Yes. You will need them when you conduct your audit within the buildings.

Do I need to maintain a copy at my local law enforcement agency?


Yes. Upon completion of the audit the local agency generates a report and attaches the checklist to the report.

Will the school official be present when I do the checklist?

If you have advanced knowledge of your district you are permitted to answer questions ahead of your visit. Those answers should be reviewed with your school official. The remaining questions on the checklist will be a cooperative effort.

How do I know which questions I’m responsible for?


Check the comments field in your training materials. 

Can I or the school change an answer once the checklist is officially submitted?


Yes.  School Administrators can go into the database (password & method unknown at this time) and make the changes. When they do this, an email will be automatically generated informing the County Prosecutor’s Office of the change.

Will the public have access to the checklist information?


No.

What if I receive a request for information?


Requests regarding the checklist are to be directed to your agency head or school board attorney. In turn, those inquiries will be directed to the Prosecutor’s Office or Attorney General’s Office. 

Who is responsible for the Vulnerability Assessment mentioned in the training?


 This is the responsibility of School Officials.

My school and or district conducted their own security/vulnerability assessments; will this satisfy the requirement in the Best Practices Manual?


No. The Vulnerability Assessment as outlined in the manual must be completed.

Are we making recommendations for security upgrades, and if so who will pay for it?


We are completing a security checklist. Funds for upgrades, and the sources of same, are issues the schools should address as they normally would.

What happens to “no” or “in progress” answers?


These responses will be “flagged” and held at the state level.

Who is responsible for school bus checks and storage yard facility inspections?


The receiving district is responsible.

Do I have to visit the storage location of each school bus company we use?


Yes. Written or verbal communication by the bus company of their security practices is not sufficient. You must physically inspect each company’s location.

**If you have a question that is not posted on this FAQ, please email srpdsro@aol.com and I will post the question and the response**

